
In 1645, Mary Ward’s Institute comprised fragments scattered across Europe.

In 1821, Mary Ward’s Institute was brought to Ireland from York by Mother

Teresa Ball and her young companions. Teresa Ball imagined a global network

of communities and schools, commissioning her sisters to new lands.

In 1875 Mary Ward’s Institute took root in this land of Spirit that had been cared

for by our First Nations people since the Dreaming.

In 2021 Mary Ward’s Institute in the Province of Australia and South East Asia

comprises a wide circle of friends committed to seeking truth that leads to

justice in communion with all creation.

 

1821 2021

IBVM Bicentenary Jubilee Celebration 

Ecology Project



… from Sr Noelle Corscadden ibvm

As part of our jubilee, we will invite each province to undertake an environmental project,

something significant that will witness to our care of creation … 

- Letter to all IBVM provinces, 2 October 2020

 

 

… from our indigenous sisters and brothers

May you always stand as tall as a tree.

May you be as strong as the rock Uluru, as gentle and still as the morning mist.

May you hold the warmth of the campfire in your heart.

And may the Creator Spirit always walk with you.

- Elizabeth Pike, 1997

 

 

… from the 2014 IBVM General Congregation

We are invited to respond to Call #4

Living sustainably, discerning what is enough.

 

 

… from the 2017 Mary Ward Schools’ Compass

We are invited to take our bearings from Compass point – Engaging with 

the Bigger Picture

A Mary Ward school today, recognising the 

interconnectedness of all things,

finds educational ways to engage with Laudato Si and

Agenda 2030: Transforming our World.

We promote the values, skills and behaviours needed for living as global citizens finding

fulfilment in harmony with all of creation.

 

 

… from Pope Francis

The spirituality of Laudato Si understands every part of God’s Creation as our kin. It

encourages a disposition of respect for God’s creation. It motivates us to live in

communion with the whole of creation. It encourages practices of social inclusion and

economic sustainability. It leads us to a commitment to relationships of mutuality and

reciprocity with the whole of creation.

- Sandie Cornish, 2020

An Invitation



honour the branching Mary Ward/Loreto network that has emanated from

Ireland since 1821

give practical expression to one of the Province’s justice priorities

provide a unique expression of the unity of the Province and connection 

to the wider Mary Ward Institute, especially the Loreto family that traces its

origins to Ireland

encourage engagement with the Vatican’s newly launched Laudato Si 7 Year

Plan and the Mary Ward JPIC Office’s response to same

In response to the above invitations, each part of the Province is invited to

contribute to a network-wide tree-planting project. The Province Council has

vested the Loreto Justice Network with oversight of this component of the

Bicentenary Jubilee Celebrations.

This project will:

Project Practicalities
 

Each community, ministry, workplace etc shapes the parameters of their 

tree-planting commitment. Loreto schools in Kenya recently planted 100 trees

each to mark their Centenary. In recent years Mary Ward schools in India have

combined to plant 100,000s of trees. Most places will partner with a local 

tree-planting organisation.

Could a school plant 200 trees?

The Loreto Justice Network will support the Ecology Project with stimulus

material related to our heritage and the contemporary call of our Church to

promote integral ecology and the Vatican’s Laudato Si 7 Year Plan. 

Mary Ward Justice Lectures in 2022 may have an ecological justice focus to

complement the Bicentenary Jubilee Celebrations.

The Province will provide a plaque to communities and ministries, affirming the

focus of the Province-wide Bicentenary Jubilee Celebration 

Ecology Project.

Our Province-wide Response 



Early June 2021 |  Invitation circulated to Province communities and ministries

12 August 2021 | IBVM Generalate’s Bicentenary Jubilee Celebration launched

1 September 2021 | Communities, workplaces, ministries and schools submit

their commitment to the BJC Ecology Project (First day of Spring … Beginning

of 2021 Season of Creation)

5 June 2022 | Photos and reflection submitted by each community or ministry

for Province BJC report to the IBVM Generalate (World Environment Day)

12 August 2022 | Global Bicentenary Jubilee Celebration concludes

Please direct questions related to the Ecology Project of the Bicentenary Jubilee

Celebration to Sr Libby Rogerson ibvm, Province Council liaison for the

Bicentenary Jubilee Celebration.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Prompts

mailto:Libby.Rogerson@loreto.org.au

